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Conditional Approval of High-Precision Map Exports:
Korea Between Openness and Control

On February 27, 2026, after nearly 20 years of restricting the export of high-precision map data
abroad, the Korean government finally allowed it conditionally. During this time, Google Maps
had faced various service limitations in the domestic market due to these regulations. The recent
decision reflects a comprehensive consideration of national interests, including discussions on
non-tariff barriers with the United States. The government attached strict conditions such as
masking military and security facilities, processing data through domestic partner servers, post-
export management, and introducing a “red button” system for emergency control. Exported data
are limited to the level of “navigation maps.”

Since 2010, not only Google but also other foreign companies such as Apple have submitted more
than ten requests to export mapping survey results, most of which were rejected, postponed, or still
under review. The existing map export restrictions were primarily rooted in national security and
sovereignty concerns, based on fears that detailed maps could expose military facilities,
infrastructure, or border information. At the same time, industrial policy objectives—protecting
domestic firms’ share of the mapping service market—also played a role. In countries like Korea,
where local mapping companies are strong, controlling foreign platforms’ data exports and display
scope has been regarded as a means to protect the industry while ensuring national security.

In Korea, still a divided nation under armistice, combining high-precision maps with satellite
imagery could allow the inference of specific military facility locations, entrances, and access
roads—raising concerns about terrorism and intelligence gathering. However, the recent measure
minimizes such risks by masking sensitive facilities and requiring domestic processing and
government verification before public release, while improving user convenience.

If Google Maps operates fully in Korea, significant convenience and economic and technological
benefits are expected across user experience, tourism, and industry. Government agencies and
research institutions highlight one major positive impact: improving foreign tourists’ mobility and
search convenience. This is projected to boost tourism and regional economies, with estimates
suggesting that dispersed tourism outside Seoul could generate additional value of about 3—4
trillion won. As tourism demand spreads nationwide, small businesses, lodging, and leisure
industries in local areas are expected to grow together.

Another reason the government had long maintained restrictions was to protect the domestic
mapping platform ecosystem. If Google were able to use high-precision maps comparable to those
of Naver or Kakao, the monopoly structure of domestic firms could be shaken. This could affect
the survival of small and medium-sized enterprises and startups relying on map, POI (point-of-
interest), and local data, and raise concerns about domestic profits flowing overseas. On the other
hand, easing the regulations may naturally foster competition, leading to improved service quality
and enhanced technological competitiveness. This “competition-inducing effect” becomes a
driving force for innovation among domestic platforms.

In fact, less than three weeks after the government’s approval, Naver and Kakao introduced new
“experience data”-based features, strengthening user rating systems and refining their map services



by reflecting Korean users’ behavioral patterns more precisely. During the cherry blossom season,
they also launched new event-based map services offering real-time blossom information at more
than 100 scenic spots nationwide.

This policy shift is expected to have positive ripple effects on emerging industries based on high-
precision mapping. Infrastructure across sectors utilizing spatial data—such as autonomous
driving tests, robot taxis, delivery robots, digital twins (urban virtualization), and Al-based
transportation and logistics platforms—will advance to the next stage. As the high-precision
mapping infrastructure expands, foreign autonomous driving and mobility companies will find it
easier to use Korea as a global testbed, potentially leading to increased R&D, investment, and job
creation.

Of course, lifting long-standing restrictions justified by national security and domestic market
protection raises several concerns. Yet, if these risks are systematically managed and the benefits
of innovation, economic revitalization, and international trade conflict mitigation are balanced
effectively, Korea could achieve both technological advancement and strengthened global
competitiveness.



